STOLYPIN'S REACTIONARY REGIME    371
When Stolypin formed his Cabinet, after the Duma had
been dissolved by Goremykin, he introduced field court-
martial, which set the hands of the administration entirely
free in the application of capital punishment. The new law
went as far as demanding that the judges should be not
military jurists, but plain officers of the line. The Second
Duma refused to approve this law, whereupon Stolypin did
not hesitate to modify several paragraphs in the military
and naval regulations through the Army and Navy coun-
cils, thus safeguarding by his own authority the court-
martial which he had created. The Government began to
execute people right and left at the discretion of the admin-
istration. Capital punishment, in fact, has become an act
of assassination by the Governmental authorities. Men and
women, adults and mere youngsters are executed alike for
a political assassination and for robbing a vodka shop of
five rubles. Sometimes a prisoner is executed for a crime
committed five or six years previously. And to think that
this orgy of executions has been going on for six years after
Stolypin declared "pacification" an accomplished fact!
Stolypin's treatment of the Duma was consistent with
the general trend of his policy. I have already spoken, in
another connection, of the history of the Duma election law.
While nearly all the classes of the population sought, dur-
ing the revolutionary days, to limit the Emperor's authority,
the mass of the peasantry remained inarticulate. It was
therefore imagined that the peasants would be loyal to the
Czar, and the election law was so arranged as to grant the
peasant class a proportionately larger representation than
any other group. But a disappointment was in store for
the Government. When the Duma opened, it was found
that all the peasant deputies who had a definite platform
were unanimous in demanding an additional allotment of
land as a natural sequel to the abolition of serfdom, the
great reform carried out by Emperor Alexander II. And